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ABSTRACT

Tourism is the activities of societies travelingatad residing in places outside their usual atmasphfor not
more than one successive year for relaxation, mssinand other commitments not related to the agidic of a
movement waged from within the place stayed. lfafkeabout religious tourism, Uttar Pradesh is anfethe most famous
states in India which is famous for its religiousdacultural customs due to presence of famousiceiggrivers like Ganga,
Yamuna and Saraswati along with various religiolacps like Varanasi, Vrindavan, Mathura, Sarnathit@koot,
Ayodhya, Hastinapur, Allahabad, Vindhyachal etcerBhare many religious sites of Hindus in Uttar &eah among
which Varanasi situated on the bank of river Gangegery famous, Allahabad is famous for its myhiriver Ganga,
Yamuna and Saraswati, Mathura, famous for the plebe of Lord Krishna, Ayodhya, famous for theHptace of Lord
Rama is another famous religious destination. UReadesh is not only famous for Hindus religion fartBuddhists too.
Sarnath- Kushinagar —Saraswati, the place wheredlBuddha gave his first sermon is one of the naabtis Buddhist
religious destinations in the world. In terms dffsic religious destination, Uttar Pradesh is fansdior mazaars of Sufi
saints, HazratSalimChisti at Fatehpur Sikri, Dewha8f in Lucknow are a famous religious tourist tieation. This
paper highlights the religious tourism in Uttar Ri@sh, its current policy and framework which isdzhen religious sites
of Uttar Pradesh. The paper highlights how religgotourism industry generates revenue to the stgteroviding
religious services, transport facilities, accommtidia service, etc. but it can’t be ignored that dieelack of proper
understanding, inadequate policy, proper managenmoper infrastructure, absence of rules and regioin and proper
environmental and cultural sustainability at placé religious tourism destination religious tourismdustry is lacking
behind.

KEYWORDS: Religious Tourism, Proper Infrastructure, Religiowd Cultural Customs, Buddhist Religious

Destination, Islamic Religious Destination, Hindrsligious Destination

INTRODUCTION
Religion

Religious tourism tells us about the existence 0flGAs human beings we believe that there is arsapgral
power that defines and operates everything intthigerse according to his/her own will. The peopleo believe in God

express their devotion towards God through varialgious practices. They believe in God is verycimuelated to
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Einstein law of conservation of energy which telks that energy can neither be created nor be gestronly can be

changed from one form to another.

Religion is a way to communicate with God, manyhatg have given different-different theories ofgign as “
Stewart Elliot Guthrie” defines religion as “Religi is an attribute of human characteristics to homan things or

" o

events,” “ Mirce a Eliade” defines “ Religion is dlusion whose chief purpose is to provide reaand an excuse to keep
society functioning as it is, religion is opiniohthe masses” “Tayler and Frazor” defines “Religeists in order to help

people make sense of events on unseen hidden’forces

Through various theories given by many authorsamplthat religion tells us about the thing whislbéyond our

understandings.
Religious Tourism

Defining religious tourism is not an easy job. Tdha@re many authors who have given numerous defnii
religious tourism. Religious tourism sometimes exllfaith tourism is tourism where people trageunleash the power

of religious places with the purposes of pilgriragissionary or leisure,

Religious tourism involves traveling with a coretivie of experiencing and exploring religious placesms, or
the products religious places induce like art, itias, culture, wellness tourism (health and heglis also considered as

a part of religious tourism.

Religious tourism is mainly focused on destinatithret have numerous religious links are well kndamhealing

and spiritual powers and has diverse culture, lhdmbeen among highly spiritual places in the dvorl

“The religious person is one who seeks coherenden@aning in this world and religious culture iredhat has
a clearly structured world view. The religious ingriis to tie things together-All human being isligious religion is
broadly defined as the impulse for coherence anghing. The strength of impulse varies for enormpérelm culture to

culture and from person to person,”-Tuan (197&JonishaChattopadhyaya, 2006)
Religious Tourism in India

Religious tourism in India depends on two aspefitst is the faith of domestic tourist who believes the
religious destination they visit and second is fibieign tourist who visits a particular religiougddination in order to
experience the spirituality, novelty of the religsoplaces. Many tourists from all over the comeltlia to experience the
spirituality of holy place in India even the peopldo are non-religious visits these holy placesknow about the
importance of these places. There is a variouseniddstory behind the religious places which eveeywants to know

whether the person is religious or non-religious.

A study conducted by Lokniti at Delhi-based cetfiterthe study of Developing Society (CSDS) findattbne of
two Indians plans to visit the religious tourisstieation in the next two year and many peopledaiag so in the past two
years. In the year 2015 a study conducted by Lblmit“Religious attitude, behavior and practice’ogis that in all
religious major section of the population have tedireligious tourist destination in the past twears and one of two
Indians are planning to visit the religious dediorain the next two years. This shows that thera vast opportunity in

the growth of religious tourism in India in futur€he rise of faith in religion in the country wilicrease the religious

| NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent to editor @ mpactjournals.us |




[ A Comprehensive Study on Religious Tourism in Uttar Pradesh 347 |

tourism in the country in the coming year, vari@tsdy has shown that more than 25% people in lhdiee moved
towards religious faith in the last 4-5 years. Amail tourists destination, religious places ardlantop to attract tourist

towards them.

According to the State of National Study Condudbgd_okniti in 2008 found that 39% of respondentfpreed
holy sites for their vocation. The NSSO report shdhat the expenditure on religious trips has shaignificant growth
during these periods and is on the second rankeimg of household’s person who visits these ralgidourist
destinations. According to these studies, it candreluded that religious tourism in the countryl giow at a rapid speed

in the coming years.
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
To study the scope of Religious Tourism in Uttaad&rsh

FEATURES OF RELIGIOUS TOURISM
To Celebrate Certain Religious Events

Every religion have some or other myths and ritlialsed with it which the believers believe and adsith on it,
many stories are written and documented in our olgthies which tells the history of every religidkd the time when
Lord Rama returned to Ayodhya, the date on whicdugeChrist was born, Lord Krishna was born, ondate when

Prophet Mohammad was born in order to celebratetbgents the religious people visit religiouceta
To Save or Protect Our Self from Harm and Distress

Going on a religious trip is a way to protect fréwarm, distress or to rescue from any problem & lifis very
common in all religion to visit a religious place a means of gaining religious merits, in Buddhistisit to a religious
place is a way to enlightenment. One of the maduiees of religious tourism is that it is commoralhreligion that older

people mostly visit religious place in order to makem free from all the sins they have committednd) their whole life.
To Offer Thanks or To Except Their Sins

Problems is a part of life every one of us havedasuch problems in life when we think that novisitnot

possible to come out of this problem at that sitmgalways turn to God and ask for help. Sometimes w

Visit religious place in order to express our guale towards God from saving us from some hugélpros or to

except our faults or sins and to promise that taruthat sins will not be repeated.
To Worship

Most of us usually visit some religious places torship God. Muslim visit holy place of Mecca, Jewvisit the

holy place of Jerusalem, and Hindu visit four Dhams® holy place in order to get moksh.
To Listen To the Sayings of Holy People

Religious travel is for the purpose of being a pértoly meetings and listen to the sayings of hadpple giving
knowledge and speech about religious faith andsfdat the present world, nearly all the religioosrtis for a social

gathering of fellow believers.

| I mpact Factor(JCC): 3.7985 - This article can be downloaded from www.impactjournals.us




| 348 Sahab Ahamad, Sebastian T. Joseph & Prince Brako |

RELIGIOUS TOURISM IN UTTAR PRADESH

Uttar Pradesh is known as the land of temples atigion, Uttar Pradesh is full of different castada
communities and known for its religious tourisnis Ihot just for religious tourism Uttar PradesHasous for it is also
famous for its geographical beauty. Talking abaligious tourism in Uttar Pradesh one can find madjor religion
pilgrimage center in Uttar Pradesh, these religimusist destinations attract many pilgrimages fralnover the world
every year. Uttar Pradesh is a very important shudestination for Hindus religion majority of Himdeligious tourist

places are found in Uttar Pradesh.

Allahabad situated on the confluence of Ganga, Yemand Saraswati is famous for its Kumbh Mela Wwhic
takes place every 12 years attracts millions ofisbdrom all over the world towards it. Mathuraetbirthplace of Lord
Krishna, Ayodhya the birthplace of Lord Rama andavasi situated on the bank of river Ganges isfah®us religious
tourist destinations among the followers of all slaets of Hinduism. Uttar Pradesh is not only knd@rHinduism tourist
destination but also for Buddhist also the famoasn&h-Khushinagar-Shravast is among the most fanBuddhist
pilgrimage site in the world. The place where thistfsermon given by Lord Buddha after he got dritgment is in
Sarnath, Talking about Islamic religion Uttar Prstdés known for its shrines of Barelvi Sufi ord@ewa Sharif near
Lucknow, HazratSalimChisti at FatehpurSikri neara@gduring Urs of Sufi Saints thousands of Musliilgnims visits

these place every year.

RELIGIOUS TOURIST DESTINATION IN UTTAR PRADESH
Varanasi

Varanasi situated on the bank of river Ganga isofasnfor its several Ghats for bathing on the bahkiwer
Ganga, with the believe that after taking bathhia tiver Ganga God will forgive all the sins whiatperson had done in
his/her life. The religious people also pay theisgect to Lord Shiva after taking bath in the riGanga. The various
attracting religious sites in Varanasi are, Panngg&hat, DashashwamedhGhat, AssiGhat and Southstri@hat where
Ganga aarti will leave a life-time impression ouymind. Varanasi is also famous for Kashi-Vishwtartample which is
among the twelve Jyotirlingas in India and a veambus Banaras Hindu University which has its owatdny in India’s

Independence movements.
Allahabad

Allahabad is a pace of great historical storiegtasitnesses many historical moments in the histofythe
country, earlier it was known as Prayag in 1575miiieighal emperor Akbar came to Prayag he naméialitabad which
was later renamed as Allahabad. Allahabad is fanfmuiss world’s largest Mela known as Kumbh Melaigh is held in
every 12 years, it is also among the four religidastinations where KumbhMela is held the othesdhdestinations are
Nashik, Ujjain and Haridwar. Allahabad is a pladefamous Hindu culture and tradition one can fitg thame of
Allahabad in travel account of Hsuan Tsang a fam@snes traveler who described Allahabad as a pért
Harshavardhans Empire. The famous religious placallahabad is the Triveni Sangam which is a caafiee of three
river Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati, many devotees dil over the world take bath here in order torgkof their sins.
Allahabad is also famous for Khusrobagh, Allahafmat] the 35 ft. tall Ashoka pillar and Jodhabaigua inside the fort.
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Mathura-Vrindavan

One of the most famous places of Hindu mythologyhéch is known as birthplace of Lord Krishna. Aatimig to
Hindu mythology’s, it is said that Krishna Janmbhodemple is currently located at the center of plece where Lord
Krishna was born in Brij-Bhoomi, and it is believétt Lord Krishna had spent his childhood and @slténce in the area
of Braj in Mathura-Vrindaban. Mathura situated be bank of river Yamuna is also famous for its sgiv&€hats it is one
of the popular pilgrimage sites of India and isoalamous for its prison cell called “GarbhaGrihahdvk Bazaar and

sweetly called Mathura Peda.
Ayodhya

Ayodhya is believed to be the birthplace of Lordvi@aand is a popular religious place in Uttar PradAgodhya
is famous for its great Indian Epic Ramayana assediwith Lord Rama a great Hindu mythology’s hercharacter.
Ayodhya is believed to be found by the first menhia universe named Manu and is also believedtthats built by God.
Ayodhya is among the seven most popular pilgringitgs for Hindus in India. The famous festival Diwaas originated
in the city of Ayodhya on occasion when Lord Ramtumed home after defeating Ravana in the batjledhya is not
only famous for Hindu religion but for Jain also iass the birthplace of five Tirthankars, the famsodisputed Babri
Mosque is also in Ayodhya. The famous Hanuman Garhple, built by Nawab of Awadh which describe Gadamuni
culture, the KanakBhavan temple, the Nageshwariatiple, the Mani Parvat which is believed that wdrthe hill on

which Hanuman found Sanjeevanibooti are the majigious tourist destination in Ayodhya.
Chitrakoot

Chitrakoot is known for its natural beauty andjits its name from its natural beauty. Chitrakeat part of both
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, it is famougddrajapur the birth place of Goswami Tulsidasttoa bank of river
Yamuna, Hanuman Dhara, Kamadagiri hill, River MaridgkBharat koop, it is also believed in Hindu mgithgy that Lord
Rama stayed here for about 11 years for which @ktowt is famous for

Lucknow and Dewa Sharif

Lucknow is known as the city of Nawab’s and is pitzd of Uttar Pradesh is famous for Shia Islamichéecture
and religious study by Nadwa College of Islamicdséts and Sanskriti University. There is variouégieus destination
found in the city of Lucknow, Baba NeemKarauri's fdanan temple, Kalibari temple, Chandrika Devi tesnphd
Mankameshwar temple a famous Deva Sharif a Shifirfguf Saint Sayed Haji Waris Ali Shah are the famoeligious

tourist destination in the city of Lucknow.
Sarnath

Sarnath is just a small village but is one of thastrfamous religious places in India situated riearconfluence
of river Ganga and Gomti. Throughout the historgrrfath is known by several names the most famous@rihem was
“Isipatana” which means “the place where holy mamdked” this was the name given by Pali canon. $aieamong the
four main Buddhist pilgrim destination and is faradur its believe that Gautam Buddha first taughdrdna and deliver
his first sermon in Sarnath, it is also believedttBarnath is a place where Kandanna got enligleganiend Buddhist

Sanga came into existence. Sarnath is also fanwudais as the eleventh Tirthankar of Jainism. DhamekStupa at

| I mpact Factor(JCC): 3.7985 - This article can be downloaded from www.impactjournals.us |




| 350 Sahab Ahamad, Sebastian T. Joseph & Prince Brako |

128 ft. which is a reminder of the ancient eraClasukStupa established by emperor Ashoka, Ashokar pthe Sarnath

Archaeological Museum is the oldest museum of trehéeological survey of India are the famous placgarnath.
FTA (FOREIGN TOURIST ARRIVAL) IN UTTAR PRADESH

The top five destinations that attract nearly 70P4oairist among all the destination of foreign tistivisiting
India are Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Rajastteamd Uttar Pradesh. According to various survéyis, shown that
Uttar Pradesh is on the fourth rank which attratisut 10% of total foreign tourist arrival in Indlauring the year 2006-
12 the foreign tourist, arrival has increased IB/times that is in the year 2002 the foreign tduarsival in Uttar Pradesh

was 13.2 lakh which increases to 20 lakh in the 2842 showing the growth of 50% during the year.

With the growth of tourism in Uttar Pradesh ASSOQW/Atudy on ‘Realising Tourism Potential of Uttar
Pradesh,” has found that Uttar Pradesh can attraeat 28 lakh foreign tourist by 2018. Uttar Pradisshow becoming a
hub of foreign tourist arrival, with the growth tife tourism sector the hospitality sector both gtevand public level is

also increasing which is a source of generatingmae.

The three most attracting tourist destinations itatJPradesh are Agra (59%), Allahabad (18.5%), Sahath
(17%). Uttar Pradesh is on the second rank ofciitiga domestic traveler towards tourists destimgtibis estimated that
over 220 million Indian tourists visited Uttar Pesth in the year 2013 that showed a share of a6t & 1.14 billion

domestic tourist visited all over India.

Buddbhist tourism is increasing in Uttar Pradeshe Pplaces like Kaushambi and Sravasti, Sarnath, ikaghr, Sankasia,

attracted nearly 2.7 million tourists in 2013witCAGR of 5% and it was expected to rise to 3.3iamnlby 2018.
ECONOMY OF UTTAR PRADESH

Tourism is the source of earning foreign excharigmurism is an industry that without exhausting iegtural
resource and without exporting any material godg ke earn foreign exchange for the country. Theme by tourism is
at a higher rate than by exporting any goods terabuntry. The second largest economy of Indiaégseconomy of Uttar
Pradesh. In 2002 to 2007 the annual economic growthtar Pradesh is 5.2% which increases to 7%hényear 2007 to
2012 but there is slightly downfall in the economgiowth in the year 2012-13 which is 5.9% and 5d®% of the lowest
in India. In the year 2017-18, the GDP growth i&dl&nd GDP per capital income-igt8.520 (US$760) in 2017-18 which
is on 3f' rank in per capital income compares to other stafée contribution of Agriculture sector to GDP23%
whereas Industrial sector contribution is 28%, lifgghest contribution to the GDP of Uttar Pradesfrasn service sector
which is 49% as per the year 2017-18. The revemnergted in the state 1s3.20 lakh crore(US$ 50 billion) in the year
2017-18

GOVERNMENT ROLE TO PROMOTE RELIGIOUS TOURISM INUTT ARPRADESH

» Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said that there isoeigh potential in Uttar Pradesh to promote religitourism
in the state. In a seminar organized by Uttar Pefadeurism department, he said that Uttar Pradekhving anal

the resource which can make Uttar Pradesh a fainoust destination.

» Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has launched touridapartment portal ‘one-stop-travel solution’
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* In order to promote Religious Tourism in Uttar Resld, our chief minister Yogi Adityanath during angear of

the Department of Tourism has announced to linkptlggimage sites with helicopter services.

* Yogi Adityanath chief minister of Uttar Pradesh fsasiounced to connect Lucknow, Allahabad, Vararasd,

Agra for providing low-cost air service.

»  For better facility and cooperation to Tourist cagito state our chief minister Yogi Adityanath Isas a proposal

of 500 tourist policies.

 In order to promote religious and historical plaagsvernment of Uttar Pradesh has asked the Tourism

Department to launch an advertising Campaign thaldcattract tourist.

e Chief Minister had announced that all facility wile provided to religious tourist in Allahabad ahgriArdh-
Kumbh in 2019.

» To promote religious tourism Government of Uttaad®rsh has announced that after Jewar airport idaNoi
another airport will be built in Kaushambi, (Prayay at present the Airport is functional and itsnaaugurated

during ArdhKumbhwhich is a famous tourist destioati
e A grand statue of Lord Ram on the bank of SaryuRivé\yodhya is built in order to promote religiotaurism.
» A'‘deepotsav’ will be organized on ‘Ram kiPaidi "aie 1.7 lakh earthen lamp will be lit.

e In order to attract tourist from all over the wolominent buildings and ghats will also be illuaiied, the
purpose behind the programme is to promote Ayodtimga birthplace of Lord Ram as a religious tourist

destination.

* An aarti of river Saryu will be performed by thei€hMinister and a laser show will be held on trank of the

river.

* A Ramlila show will be organized by Indonesia arwhiland artist during the programme to promotegielis

tourism.
e Union Tourism Minister has sanction Rs. 133.70&m@mrmaking Ayodhya a tourism hub.

« Renovating of ghats, including Gupturghat, wheredLRam had taken Samadhi, installing of CCTV camiera
making police booth, construction of the guest kofmr tourist is the major work done by Uttar Resld

government in Ayodhya to promote religious tourism.

* Government of Uttar Pradesh has planned to bedicoper services for Parikrama of Govardhan in Miaa to

promote religious tourism.

e« To promote religious tourism government has then fgta connect Gorakhpur airport to cities like Kdka

Kathmandu, Singapore and Bangkok to promote Butld@laigrist circuit.
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ADVANTAGE OF TOURISM IN UTTAR PRADESH
Tourism Helps in Earning Foreign Exchange

Tourism helps in earning foreign exchange withdstuwibing its natural resource or without exportamy goods
to another country, Tourism provide an opportunidyearn foreign exchange only by providing sentieethe tourist

coming from another country.
Tourism Helps in Generating Employment

The tourism industry is that industry which prosdemployment to every level of human whether henikilled,

semi-skilled, or highly skilled in every sectordil gift shop, restaurants, hotels, travel agenetes
Tourism Helps in Preserving Cultural Heritage

Many people from all over the world go to anotheuriry as a tourist in order to experience theidition and
culture. The heritage sites in a country are thatgyl of the country’s culture and tradition. Toanidhelps to preserve
these heritage sites from getting damage becaese ftieritage sites are the source to show theidradind culture of a

country.
Tourism Helps in the Development of Infrastructure

One of the most important benefits of tourism i tlievelopment of infrastructure and improvement of
infrastructure facilities like road facilities, pwort facilities, water supply, accommodation fdwh, hotel facilities, meal
facilities, etc.

Tourism Helps in the Development of a Relationshigvith another Country

Tourism plays a vital role in promoting and enhagca relationship between two different countried plays an

important part in the development of cultural, cegil, and social relationship among the entireomaiti the world.
CONCLUSIONS

The objective of this paper is to study “The scopdReligious Tourism in Uttar Pradesh” the studgwh that
there is a wide scope of religious tourism in URaadesh due to presence of various religiousrdgiins like Varanasi,
Ayodhya, Allahabad, Mathura, Chitrakoot, Sarnatig &ucknow which attract millions of religious tastrfrom all over
the world during any festivals, fairs, or when #hés any religious events takes place, but bestliegrowth of religious
tourism in Uttar Pradesh it can’t be ignored thatré are various issues that restrict the growtielafious tourism in Uttar
Pradesh. Some of the major issues faced by the Pttadesh government in the growth of religiougism are lack of
proper management, lack of proper infrastructuesetbpment of religious tourism sites, threatseofdrist attack, climate
change, food security, and political instabilitye ahe problems that restrict the growth of religidourism in Uttar
Pradesh.
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